
 Take a walk on the virtual side.  Technology 
now allows clients to “walk” through their new home 
before it is even built.  This is a dream come true for 
many architects and their clients.  With the use of a 
viewer and software, clients planning new homes can 
save time and money by making important changes 
during the design process, before it is built.  
 Graphic BIMx software allows clients to 
actively “walk” in virtual reality mode with the use of 
a viewer and a smartphone, such as Google 
Cardboard. Upgraded versions such as Oculus Rift 
or HTC Vive provide face padding and head straps to 
allow for a hands free experience. 
 Clients can walk through the front door and 
see every room of their planned home, and details of 
every aspect of the design can be clarified. Imagine 
being able to experience how spacious your kitchen 
will feel, the atmosphere that your lighting plan will 
provide, or even what the view out your windows 
will look like.
 

 Seeing your home design with photo-realistic 
textures and finishes before construction starts 
allows you to make any changes to colors or 
materials during the planning phase, keeping your 
project on budget and your construction schedule 
on time.  A presentation of color renderings, virtual 
reality animation, and a full gallery of different views 
can include your new home’s actual surrounding 
environment - such as existing trees, landscaping or 
waterfront - to assure you that windows and doors 
are properly sized and placed to maximize views and 
privacy. 
 Virtual reality is the best way so far to 
experience your architect and designer’s thoughts 
and input about your home design, and an ideal way 
to have complete confidence in all of your final 
decisions. 

Let Stanton Architects, Inc. create a virtual reality 
experience for YOU !
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VR - When Plans Become Reality



Featured  Home :

beware the builder

Read the full version of this story at stantonarch.com/featuredhome

Mishaps and Mistakes
                             

Got a funny contractor, builder or DIY story ?
Share it with us to be entered into our contest to win a gift certificate from one of our sponsors ! 

stantonarch.com/mishaps

Submit your own questions at stantonarch.com/askanarchitect
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     There are good reasons to hire an experienced 
architect.  Contracting with an architect to oversee 
the building process of a home should be an impor-
tant consideration for all prospective homeowners.  
Experience and skill are not a given with tradespeople 
and builders.  A good architect is trained and skilled 
to properly design and build a home.

     Here is one client’s unfortunate experience with 
a homebuilder who claimed to have a wide array of 
experience. After many trials and tribulations, Stanton 
Architects was asked to step in, and the builder was 
amiably terminated after his tradespeople worked 
to fulfill a 25% retainer.  His carpenter and concrete 
tradespeople made erroneous material installations, 
not in conformance with provided plans.  They recti-
fied some errors but the remainder had to be fixed by 
other qualified carpenters and concrete tradespeople.  
This eight month delay added 20% extra to the cost 
of building the home.

     Please BEWARE of crucial steps needed to build 
a custom home. After this homeowner’s experience, 
Stanton Architects, Inc. created a checklist to help 
prospective homeowners learn about preventative 
measures they can take to avoid these destructive 
and expensive problems.

     Check out more details on our website and stay 
abreast of upcoming newsletters regarding home 
building/renovation: How to hire a builder/tradesper-
son with no cash advance!



  ARCHITECT. . .
Ask An 

 

John’s Answer: 
The answer to minimizing costs and beautifying the property was to build retain-
ing walls. John recommended a tiered landscape plan, as shown in the picture.  
This allowed better access to the garage from the street and only two steps into 
the house instead of ten.  now trending

see you at the gym

Submit your own questions at stantonarch.com/askanarchitect

Learn more about 
the amazing innovations in 

 Virtual Reality 

• Google “Cardboard”

Simple, fun, affordable - get yours: 
vr.google.com/cardboard

• HTC “Vive” 

See what else it can do:
vive.com/us/product-experiences

• Oculus “Rift”

Book a Demo - go to
live.oculus.com

 Along with smart watches that monitor 
heart rate and activity, the latest craze in the 
fitness world is “on-demand” services.  Personal 
fitness has moved way beyond DVDs or gym 
memberships to incorporate live, virtual personal 
trainers. Online fitness services provide con-
venience, privacy, and flexibility for your self-
motivated “get fit” plan.  These services offer 
yoga, pilates, strength training, abs, cardio, and 
programs that incorporate ellipticals, treadmills, 
and stationary bicycles. You can exercise any-
where there is Wi-Fi or a network connection.

 In designing a home gym, consideration needs to be made for an inviting, 
functional, and motivating space.  Natural or bright lights stimulate energy.  Mirrors 
allow a visual for proper form.  Air quality is important in hot and humid environ-
ments, so a separate heating/cooling system or controls is ideal.  Fans will help 
make the room more comfortable.  Sound-deadening insulation is desirable, and 
recommended flooring finishes include rubber, sheet vinyl, hardwood, or carpet tiles.

 Be sure to allow plenty of room. On-demand fitness requires plenty of floor 
space to move aroud, and large equipment requires certain clearance so be sure to 
check with the manufacturer.  Proper placement of technology allows face-to-face 
interaction with an instructor via a webcam, and you’ll be sure to want a state-of-
the-art sound system to crank up your favorite workout music. Let us design and 
build your home gym to create a motivating virtual training environment so you can 
hone a more efficient, healthy body, and feel amazing!



Stanton Architects, Inc.
2310 Plainfield Rd.
Crest Hill, IL 60403

On a picturesque 40-acre property densely filled with older 
trees, the client commissioned a spacious custom home 
design.  John suggested a site placement for the home 
and recommended getting a topography layout from an 
engineer to insure proper placement due to small hills and 
valleys. Typically less than $1500, the topography fee would 
have been a small investment that later proved a good idea.  

The client declined the typography layout since the county 
didn’t require it.  The builder poured the foundation, but 
not per John’s recommendation.  Two immediate problems 
ensued: there was no maneuvering room for cars to get 
into the garage, and it required ten steps up to the front 
door.  Neither issue pleased the client.  John was contacted 
to help: “How can we avoid spending $15,000 to $20,000 to 
build ten steps?”

Design Dilemma: Small Steps to a Great Home
ARCHITECTAsk An 

See John’s solution inside!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
• Virtual Reality

• Featured Home

• Ask an Architect

• Now Trending...

• See You at the Gym

To receive this newsletter via email 
or to be taken off the mailing list, 
please call (815) 741-0510 or email 
office@stantonarch.com to request the change.

(815) 741-0510
www.stantonarch.com
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