
 This guide is to help homeowners differen-
tiate the new concept of “design-build” and the 
traditional “design-bid-build” method of project 
delivery.  Most people would wonder, why would 
anyone dare to drop “bid” from the design-build 
project delivery?  The real question is, who is in 
charge of the bid portion of the project?

 Building projects 4,000 years ago were 
delivered by architects in charge, A.K.A. “Master 
Builders”.  Therefore, it was the Master Builder tak-
ing overall responsibility for the project including 
design, bid, and construction.  However, from the 
beginning of the 20th century, the legal world has 
crafted a new traditional design-bid-build project 
delivery (notice even the wording “new traditional” 
is a contradiction in terms). This has placed the 
owner in charge of the design, estimates, and 
construction of their homes. In most cases, this 
method inherently results in miscommunications, 
compromised home design and construction bud-
get overruns. These plights then cause adversarial 
relationships amongst the owner, builder and archi-
tect. 

 Fortunately in the 21st century, homeown-
ers realize that this new concept of “design-build” 
is NOT new at all. They have discovered that it is 
not worth the time and effort to keep track of the 
design, estimates, and construction independently.  
Today, educated and savvy owners opt to go with 
design-build project delivery for their homes. It is 
an absolute must for cost and time-conscious con-
struction without design compromise. 
 
 Operating a successful design-build business 
requires a person with a unique skill set- a rational 
and practical person who can be conscientious of 
design quality, construction methodology, and de-
livery deadlines, all at the same time. Additionally, 
this person earns respect and confidence with their 
unquestionable reputation and deep knowledge of 
various building components and systems, and all 
aspects of the construction process.  A reputable 
architect leading the design-build home project is a 
better choice.  

Read more at 
stantonarch.com/designbuild
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Featured  Home :

Rustic Hunter’s 
Lodge

 Architect John Stanton first met with Mr. and 
Mrs. K in June 1999 to discuss their recently pur-
chased property, a modest 1950’s flat-roofed timber 
frame cottage with tongue-and-groove wood ceilings, 
large beams, and a brick fireplace on a beautiful five-
acre wooded lot.  Enamored of the existing home, 
the couple looked to expand substantially, as Mr. K 
was a big game hunter and the couple envisioned a 
showplace for both displaying his prizes and hosting 
large family gatherings.
 Unlike other architects who wanted to raze 
the existing structure and start fresh, Stanton pro-
posed a design that preserved much of the home’s 
character while expanding it by 300% to include a 
master suite, two additional bedrooms with a shared 
bath, a large dining room, an open loft, a larger 
garage and, most importantly, a huge great room 
incorporating timber frame structures and a floor-to-
ceiling stone fireplace. 
 Installation of the giant exposed timbers 
that span the soaring space was an impressive feat.  
Built with mortise and tenon joinery and hand-hewn 
wooden pegs, the massive support beams were brought in from Tennessee and give the home old world craftsmanship and a 
dramatic interior space.  A 28-foot tall Rumford fireplace that can be seen from both the great room and kitchen was clad in 
Fond-du-Lac stonework, with the two looks - brick and stone- intentionally brought together in the kitchen fireplace to seam-
lessly integrate new with old. 
 Of the legacy that is their dream home, Mrs. K says, “My husband was a little bit particular, so it had to be perfect. I 
think that’s why he and John got along very well together. My husband was very proud of how it turned out. He was very happy 
about all of it.”

Read the full version of this story at stantonarch.com/featuredhome

Mishaps and  Mistakes
                             

Got a contractor story ?

Share your story to enter our contest and 
win a gift certificate from one of our sponsors ! 

stantonarch.com/mishaps



  ARCHITECT. . .
Ask An 

 To see the full floor plan or to submit your own questions, go to 
stantonarch.com/askanarchitect

John’s Answer:

Without too much deconstruction, I favor an induction cooktop between the win-
dows. Flip flop the dishwasher and get rid of that termination half-wall facing the 
refrigerator so that you don’t hop food over it. I’d put in the Galley Workstation 4 
starting from the new dishwasher. A 42” wide island is impressive if possible with-
out impeding the aisles. Alternately, a 36”x60” slab with a 12” overhang at three 
sides on a 36” base with side pullout drawers will comfortably permit 4 barstools 
with arms to view the cooktop, windows and workstation.  With this design, there 
should be a minimum 42” wide aisle around the island. Remove the wall flanking 
the refrigerator - it’s too boxy - then place a cabinet above. Accentuate the two 
trimmed out appliances with a soft arch and entertain in that area with a barsink, 
including libations/soft drinks. 

now 
trending

• Wall finishes are evolving from 
shinier to flatter and trim finishes 
are becoming very shiny.  Previ-
ously, walls would typically be 
painted with an eggshell finish and 
trim with the satin finish. .  Today, 
a flat matte finish is “hot” on walls 
and semi-gloss or high gloss is 
seen on trim. 

Designers share their 
inspirations for next year in

 Benjamin Moore’s Color Trends 
2017

• According to Mary M. Hoffman, 
Architectural and Design Repre-
sentative with Benjamin Moore & 
Co., “Revere Pewter and Pashmina 
continue to be best selling grays.” 
It’s probably safe to think that 
gray will continue to be a popular 
neutral.

• Another current favorite is the 
use of all shades of green applied 
in many types of situations - walls, 
ceilings, stairways, furniture, soft 
goods, etc. Will green reappear as 
a hot color in the 2017 collection?

For more color inspiration, go to
benjaminmoore.com/en-us/for-

your-home/color-gallery

from our houzz to yours
 

 The Houzz website bills itself as “The New 
Way to Design Your Home”.  Houzz showcases the 
work of architects, designers, remodelers, and 
even landscaping contractors, who interact with 
Houzz users to provide inspiration, advice, and 
product sources for their projects. 
 Sign up for a free account and you can 
search through over 3 million full color photos of 
home improvement and decorating ideas, which 
you can then save to your own personalized Idea 
Books.  
 Ask a decorating or remodeling question in one of the discussion areas, and 
get advice from both pros and other homeowners. Find a pro in your area for pool 
maintenance, tree removal, or garage door repair. Shop for anything for the home, 
from light fixtures and furniture, to holiday décor and pet supplies. Articles written 
by experts in their field offer valuable tips and insights into every topic imaginable, 
from choosing the right marble countertops to waterproofing your basement. 
 Have fun browsing for ideas, saving your favorites, and sharing them on 
social media - all from one place. Houzz is an invaluable tool for everyone, and the 
best place to start when you’re designing your dream home.

Come visit us at http://www.houzz.com/pro/jpstanton
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In this vacation rental, we basically like the layout, but the 
usable space on the island needs to be bigger because 
we use that all the time. We often both cook at the same 
time, from opposite ends of the island. 

I’d like to use a 42” wide granite slab on the island.  Do 
36” aisles seem like enough, given the flow around the 
island both ways?

We can move the cooktop to the window wall, but it’s not 
perfect there either, because the 36” windows seem a 
little too close together.  I don’t want the expense of mov-
ing them, and we wouldn’t be able to cook together.

So... which is it? Cooktop on the island, or cooktop be-
tween the windows?

Design Dilemma: Kitchen Layout
ARCHITECTAsk An 

See John’s solution inside!
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